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would not be qualified to vote for the Legislative Assembly ?—Quite so.
12. And, of course, the constituencies are different ? Yes.
 14.	I would like to ask you a few questions about
the system, but of course we are not in the least
concerned with the details, only to get the right
outline as to what happens.    First of aU, as regards
the .list of electors, how is it made tip in this province ?
—In the rural areas the patwari or the village clerk
makes it, and in the urban, areas special clerks are
appointed.    They visit the houses from door to door,
and register the names of the various electors who
appear to them to be qualified.
 15.	Then is there some publication of the list in
advance of its coming into operation ?—Yes, there
is the publication at every police station and at every
village to which the electors' roll relates.
 16.	And   supposing   that   it   is   desired   to   take
objection to the list, either for the purpose of striking
out a name that has got in, or for the purpose of
adding names that are not there, what is the method ?
—We allow a period of twenty-one days for that,
and any elector who wants to object or to put in
a new claim can do so within that period.
 17.	And in that way a list is ultimately settled ?
—Yes.
 18.	In your experience, do you find that the list
when  settled  is a fairly  accurate" list of qualified
and living voters, or do you think that there is a
good deal of mistake that creeps in ?—I think it is
fairly accurate, because it is prepared by very re
sponsible officials in the rural areas, and by people
specially appointed for that purpose in urban areas.
 19.	I was not criticising the competence of the
people concerned, but, of course, however competent
they are they could not tell whether the elector on
the list is going to die.    Is there some method by
'which he is taken off when he dies ?—Yes.    Every
third year he is taken off.
 20.	Is it the case that the list is made triennially
in anticipation of the election which is then going
to take place ?—Yes.
 21.	You are. fairly satisfied about it?   Now, we
already had evidence from Mr. Miles Irving which
shows how many voters there are for the council
elections.    I would like you to tell me (it is in the
book) how many of those voters voted in the last
election.    Just turn to page 25,* paragraph 67.    In
the second sentence there you say:—" Statement
" No. 7 shows the total number of votes polled in
" contested elections."—Yes.
 22.	Statement No. 7 is on page 50.*   We need not
go to previous history.   Where do we get the latest
figures ?—In the same paragraph.
 23.	Quite right.    In 1926, the total numbers of
votes polled were 305,873 ?—That is right.
 24.	What one notices with interest, and, if I may
express it, with satisfaction, is that the percentage
--— j— j-'i-~ —" -- —--— -       the successive
general elections come round ?—Yes, that is i
 25.	It  is  rather  striking.    Apparently  in   1920,
32 per cent, of the registered voters voted in con
tested constituencies ?—Yes.
 26.	In 1'923, 49 per cent.—Yes.
 27.	In the last election, 1926, 53 per cent. ?—Yes.
 28.	Apparently in one constituency it went as
high as 78 per cent. ?—Yes.
 29.	Do   you   happen   to   remember   which   con
stituency it was ?—No, I could not tell you that
off-hand.
 30.	Considering the largeness of the areas, I think
that is a very interesting and 'striking figure.   Of
course, looking at that page, one cannot help being
struck by the fact that whereas over half of the
registered male voters voted in contested constitu
encies, it is very different indeed about the women
voters ?—Yes, it is.
 31.	Apparently in the whole of the Punjab province
 in 1926 in contested seats for the legislative council the ladies who voted were 1,190 ?—Yes.
 32.	Out of a registered number of 21,000 odd ?—
Yes.    That was  the first time  when  the  women
voted.
 33.	That is quite right.    Down to this last election
there was no female suffrage here ?—No.
 34.	I would like you to tell me in a sentence or
two about that side of it.    Are special arrangements
made for the woman voter ?—No, no special arrange
ments.
 35.	She comes to the polling booth as a man does ?
—Yes.
 36.	What is the explanation, apart from the fact
that it is a novelty, do you think-,  that the per
centage of registered women voters who vote is only
something' like 6 per cent. ?—Amongst Muhammadans
I thjnk perhaps the purdah system has got something
to do with it,  and even with Hindus and  Sikhs,
being the first time, I think they are a little back
ward in coming forward.    Then there was a demand
for special polling arrangements for ladies, but we
could not do it at that time.    It is difficult to find
a sufficient number of presiding and polling officers.
 37.	What was the year when women's suffrage
was started for the Punjab ?—I thmk it was about
the same year when the council passed that resolution.
Dr. Narang : If I remember aright, it was 1924 or 1925.
 38.	The Chairman : Only just before the election ?
—Yes.
 39.	Those of us who are familiar with elections
in England know how often it happens a man comes
with his wife to vote.    They do not always do so,
but it often happens ;   the woman waits until her
husband has finished his work and then goes with
him.    Is that the sort of way they vote here ?—I
cannot be very certain on that point, but I think
generally the wife would accompany her husband.
Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan : Most of the women voters here are not married.
The Chairman : Nearly everybody on the women's register is unmarried and is on the register because in her own right she possesses one or other of the qualifications ?
Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan :  Or is a widow.
The Chairman : I follow that. If a lady is the wife of a voter it is improbable that in her own right she has the qualification.
Chaudrhi Zafrullah Khan : In very few cases she has the vote.
Dr. Narang: Generally the zamindar women widows are entered as proprietors after their husband's death, and the largest number of women voters will be from that class.
 40.	The  Chairman:      *      *      *      To what ex
tent would you say that, taking the existing franchise,
the voter in the Punjab is illiterate ?—The majority
of the voters axe illiterate.
 41.	When the voter cannot read, what is done ?
How is the citizen helped to.cast bis vote ?—He is
helped by the presiding officer.    He conies to the
presiding officer and hands over the ballot paper and
asks him to mark the ballot paper for him.
 42.	We had a description of it when we were in
Poona, and no doubt it is much the same here.    Is
there any actual percentage figure which will show
what proportion of the voters is literate and what
illiterate ?—No, there is no actual figure, but I know
this from actual experience.    Even in an urban area
when I have gone to watch the conduct of the polling
I saw literate people coming to the presiding officer
and asking, him to mark the paper for them.
 43.	Why' do they do that ?—Perhaps to hurry it
up, or perhaps because they are a little excited and
confused.    I have seen it in Lahore with my own
eyes, even in the case of people who are well read.
 44.	After all, people become more experienced by
degrees ?—Yes.
 45.	I think you said the majority were illiterate ?
—Yes.
 46.	That is as definite as you can be ?—Yes.

